
LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 

LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 

PORTERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

AGENDA 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL  Ellen Nichols, Chair    (10/2012) 

     Joseph Carter, Vice Chair  (10/2012) 

Joe Moreno    (10/2012) 

     Mary Leavitt    (10/2012) 

Catherine E. May   (10/2013) 

     Rebecca Ybarra    (10/2013) 

     Stephanie Cortez   (10/2013) 

      
 

III. ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 

 

All items not scheduled should be addressed to the Library and Literacy Commission at this time during Oral 

Communications.  Anyone wishing to address the Library and Literacy Commission should state their name 

for the record.  In order to proceed in a timely manner, please limit the duration of your comments to three (3) 

minutes. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Regular session meeting, Tuesday, June 14 and Special Session meeting, Thursday, July 14 – Consider 
 

V. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

A) Monthly Highlights – review notable events from June, July, August 

B) Literacy Report – discuss the creation of a monthly literacy report 

C) Library Facility- discuss scheduling special session meeting  

D) Board Effectiveness & Commissioner Profiles – continue discussion and review status of profiles 

E) Annual California Library Association Conference – continue discussion of Commission participation 

F) Measure H Fact Sheet – review and discuss draft 

G) Annual Library Report – discuss the creation of a report 

H) College Textbooks – discuss the option of housing college textbooks at the library  

I) Commission Spokesperson – discuss the future assignments of a designated spokes person 

J) Other Matters, Future Agenda Items and Announcements 
 

VI. NEXT MEETING 

 

Establish next meeting date & time 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, if you need special assistance to 

participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact the Office of City 

Clerk at (559) 782-7464.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate alternative format of the agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Library and Literacy Commission after distribution of the Agenda packet 

are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Library, 41 West Thurman Avenue, Porterville, CA  93257. 
 

The mission of the Porterville Public Library is to be a visible learning center by providing literacy materials and services for all 

ages throughout our community for personal enrichment, the power of information, and the joy of reading. 

 



LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

A) Monthly Highlights 

 

Highlights for June 2011 

 

On June 2, 2011, 1… 2… 3…Play with Me! Parent Child Workshop. Staff had a speaker conduct a 

presentation on Music & Rhythm. Participants received handouts on the topic.  There were 3 participants 

who attended.  

  

On June 6, 2011, Summer Reading Programs started and will run through August 20, 2011: One World, 

Many Stories for ages 3-12; You Are Here for ages 13-17; and Novel Destinations for adults.  

 

On June 6 & 8, 2011, staff conducted a Finger Painting Craft. There were 44 participants who attended.  

 

On June 7, 2011, staff held a fun and educational Board Game Night for the Adult Literacy volunteers 

and learners.  

 

On June 13 & 15, 2011, staff conducted a Dabber Art Craft. There were 75 participants who attended.  

  

On June 20, 2011, staff held a tea time gathering and discussion about American Classic short stories.    

 

On June 13 & 15, 2011, staff conducted a Pom Pom Craft. There were 50 participants who attended. 

 

On June 23, 2011, Pam from Deenie’s Dance Workshop conducted a Salsa Dancing class. 

 

On June 25, 2011, staff conducted 2 computer classes on Intermediate Excel. 

 

On June 27 & 29, 2011, staff conducted a Sidewalk Chalk Craft. There were 39 participants who 

attended.  

 

On June 30, 2011, Pam from Deenie’s Dance Workshop conducted a Celtic Irish Dancing class. 

 

Highlights for July 2011 

 

On July 5, 2011, staff held a fun and educational Board Game Night for the Adult Literacy volunteers and 

learners.  

 

On July 6, 2011, staff conducted a String & Lace Craft. There were 21 participants who attended.  

 

On July 7, 2011, Pam from Deenie’s Dance Workshop conducted a Line Dancing class.  

 

On July 11 & 13, 2011, staff conducted a Foam Craft. There were 26 participants who attended.  

                         

On July 15, 2011, staff held a tea time gathering and discussion about American Classic short stories.    

 

On July 18 & 20, 2011, staff conducted a Tissue Craft. There were 41 participants who attended. 

 

On July 25 & 27, 2011, staff conducted a Sidewalk Chalk Craft. There were 39 participants who attended.  

 

On July 30, 2011, staff conducted 2 computer classes on Beginner’s Email, Internet and Computer Basics. 

 

 



Highlights for August 2011 

 

On August 1 & 3, 2011, staff conducted a Mask Craft. There were 15 participants who attended.  

 

On August 2, 2011, staff held a fun and educational Board Game Night for the Adult Literacy volunteers 

and learners.  

 

On August 2, 2011, the Family Health Care Network/Kinder Care Dental Program conducted a special 

presentation during Story Time. They performed a puppet show on the importance of dental care. There 

were 85 participants who received a free dental baggie.  

 

On August 4, 2011, the E & M Reptile Family were invited to entertain the public with their exotic 

animals.  There were 285 participants who attended.        

 

On August 8 & 10, 2011, staff conducted a Pipe Cleaners Craft. There were 17 participants who attended.  

 

On August 11, 2011, the Tulare County Office of Education S.E.E. Youth Program held a luncheon in 

Visalia, CA. Tony Arellano received an award for “2011 Outstanding Summer Employer.” 

On August 15 & 17, 2011, staff conducted a Mosaics Craft. There were 11 participants who attended. 

 

On August 19, 2011, staff held a tea time gathering and discussion about Cultural History stories.    

 

On August 20, 2011, the Summer Reading Program ended.  

 1,093 Youth  

 140 Teens  

 445 Adults  

There were a grand total of 1,678 participants who signed up.  

  

On August 27, 2011, staff conducted 2 computer classes on Introduction to Craigslist.  

 

On August 27, 2011, staff held the Summer Reading Program Finale at Centennial Park, with special 

music from Oklin Bloodworth – Music with a Kiddie Beat. There were 34 participants who received a 

free snow cone while they enjoyed a special classical Odissi dance from India.  

B) Literacy Report 

 

Commissioner Leavitt requested that staff reorganize the Library and Literacy Commission agenda to 

include monthly literacy highlights.  It is the desire of staff that the Commission give more direction on 

this subject. 

 

C) Library Facility 

 

The Commission started this discussion in January of 2011.  At meetings that followed further discussion 

had been postponed until all Commissioners had sufficient time to review the documentation, specifically 

utilizing the traditional two month break to accomplish this task.  Commissioner Leavitt requested that a 

Special Session meeting be scheduled to focus efforts with the intended outcome to create common 

linkage between the various library documents, such as the 2009 Facility and Space Needs Assessment, 

the 5-year Business Plan, and the A.A.U.W. study of Measure H and to move this item into action for 

next steps. 

 

D) Board Effectiveness & Commissioner Profiles 

 

The Commission has been organizing advocacy efforts.  Staff has been working with Commissioners to 

establish their public presence on the library website.  This item is to address the status of ongoing efforts 

and further develop marketing strategies.  



At the June meeting Commissioner Leavitt suggested the development of a business card for the Library 

and Literacy Commission.  Staff recommends that the Commission provide additional details that specify 

budget requirements and design. 

 

E) Annual California Library Association Conference 

 

At the June meeting Commissioner Nichols requested that staff provide a cost estimate for conference 

attendance. 

 

The information available at this time covers all anticipated expenditures except the conference 

registration fee.  Travel lodging per diem is $123, plus $71 for meals, and $181 for mileage. 

 

The Library Division’s proposed General Fund Budget has programmed $2,000 for the annual 

CLA/CLSA conference.   

 

A copy of the conference schedule will be handed out at the meeting. 

 

F) Measure H Fact Sheet 

 

At the July meeting the Commission developed an outline for the purpose of creating a Measure H Fact 

Sheet that City Council could endorse for public dissemination.  Staff was directed to plug in the outlined 

information and present it in draft form at the August meeting.  Staff has attached a preliminary draft for 

the Commission to review and discuss, see attachment. 

 

G) Annual Library Report 

 

The 5-year Library Business Plan states that an annual report will be created to ensure that the business 

plan is an effective mechanism for delivery of library services. 

 

Staff has prepared a sampling of Annual Library Reports for the Commission to review and bring back 

for discussion at their October meeting.  The purpose of this item is to provide the Commission with the 

opportunity to develop an outline for an anticipated 2011-12 annual report. The sampling packet will be 

handed out at the meeting.  

 

H) College Textbooks 

 

Commissioner Cortez would like the Library and Literacy Commission to consider keeping college 

textbooks in the library. The idea is to create an alternative location for students to have access to high 

demand college resources through their public library. 

 

I) Commission Spokesperson 

 

Commissioner Ybarra would like the Library and Literacy Commission to consider appointing a 

Commissioner or two as the designated spokesperson(s) and/or representative(s) at City Council and 

Transaction and Use Tax Oversight Committee (T.U.T.O.C.) meetings.  

 

J) Other Matters, Future Agenda Items and Announcements 

 

Any other matters and future agenda items will be at the discretion of the Board.  The items will be added 

to the agenda for the next regular meeting currently scheduled for October 11, 2011. 

  Future Agenda Items: 

 Review current library fines/fees 

Announcements: 

 Council will review Requests for Appointment on Tuesday, September 20
th
 

 Three library staff members will be receiving Five-Year Service Awards on Tuesday, Sept. 20th 

 The Library’s Annual Pet Parade is scheduled for Saturday, September 24
th
  



LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

 

I.        CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Session of the Library and Literacy Commission was called to order at 5:33 p.m. in the Library’s 

Local History Room. 

 

II.        ROLL CALL 

             

Present:   Ellen Nichols, Chair    (10/2012) 

Joseph Carter, Vice Chair  (10/2012) 

Mary Leavitt    (10/2012) 

Catherine E. May   (10/2013) 

     Rebecca Ybarra    (10/2013) 

     Stephanie Cortez   (10/2013) 

                        

                       Excused Absence: Joe Moreno    (10/2012)     

 

                  Staff Present:   Vikki Cervantes, City Librarian 

Ted Penic, Library Assistant 

 

                               Also Present: Greg Shelton, City Councilman 

 

III.        ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

None, there were no members of the public present at this time. 

 

IV.        APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Approved as presented. 

 

V.        SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

a. Monthly Highlights 

 

The Monthly Highlights were noted.  No action. 

 

b. Update 2011-2012 Library Division Budget  

 

Vikki Cervantes stated that the Measure H portion of the budget study session on May 24, 2011 did not 

have any changes for the library.  City Councilmen Greg Shelton stated that at this time there were no 

decisions about the proposed 2011-12 City budget.  Staff confirmed that Council would continue the 

2011-12 budget review process for adoption at their next scheduled meeting, Tuesday, July 7. 

 

c. Library Facility 

 

The Commission started this discussion in January, 2011.  Commission members are still reviewing 

documentation and further discussion has been postponed until all Commissioners have had sufficient 

time to review the documentation.  Mary Leavitt motioned for this topic to be revisited at the 

Commission’s next scheduled meeting with the intent of scheduling a special session meeting to 

specifically address a proposal of next steps that ties the common linkage between various library 

documents (Facility and Space Needs Assessment, the 5-year Business Plan, and the A.A.U.W. study of 

Measure H); Joseph Carter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 



 

d. Board Effectiveness    

 

Commissioners focused on ways to allow the public to better understand the role of Library and Literacy 

Commissioners.  Mary Leavitt suggested that commissioners add certain phrases to everyday speech such 

as, “I am a library commissioner”.  The Commission is looking for ways to market the Library and 

Literacy Commission, including T-shirts and name tags.  Joseph Carter suggested adding pictures of the 

Library and Literacy Commissioners to the wall downstairs in the library.  Vikki mentioned that the name 

tags were in the process of being made and should be available within a week and that staff would contact 

the Commissioners. 

 

e. Annual California Library Association Conference 

 

Ellen Nichols would like Commissioners to consider attending this year.  Ellen asked staff to provide a 

cost estimate for the conference, if available, by the August meeting.                       

 

f.  Commissioner Profiles 

 

Staff and Commissioners are making progress in collecting profile information and individual pictures.  

The Commissioners have agreed to schedule a group photo at their next scheduled meeting.  Mary Leavitt 

recommended that business cards should be made with information on the front and the library’s mission 

statement on the back.  The Commissioners agreed to continue discussion at the August meeting. 

 

g.  Other Matters, Future Agenda Items and Announcements 

 

Mary Leavitt requested that staff reorganize the Library and Literacy Commission agenda to include 

monthly literacy highlights.  Mary also suggested that the Commissioners promote adult literacy and the 

adult summer reading program at the next city council meeting during oral communication.  Stephanie 

Cortez is willing to do this with the support of other Commissioners.  Catherine May and Mary Leavitt 

agreed to assist Stephanie Cortez in this endeavor.  Staff will share program information with Stephanie 

Cortez. 

 

Vikki announced that T.U.T.O.C. has a scheduled meeting on Thursday, June 16 at 6pm in the briefing 

room at the Police Station. 

 

Vikki announced that, while the Commission is on break, staff would schedule a presentation at the first 

Council meeting in August.  Vikki also stated that she would send out reminders via email. 

 

Vikki asked if discussion of an annual report for the library could be added to the agenda for August. 

  

VI.        NEXT MEETING 

 

 The next meeting of the Board will be Tuesday, August 9, at 5:30 p.m. in the Library Local History Room. 

 

VII.      ADJOURNMENT:  6:56 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

        Ted Penic, Library Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 



LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, July 14, 2011 

 

I.        CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Special Session of the Library and Literacy Commission was called to order at 5:04 p.m. in the Library’s 

Local History Room. 

 

II.        ROLL CALL 

             

Present:   Ellen Nichols, Chair    (10/2012) 

Joseph Carter, Vice Chair  (10/2012) 

Joe Moreno    (10/2012) 

Mary Leavitt    (10/2012) 

Catherine E. May   (10/2013) 

     Stephanie Cortez   (10/2013) 

                        

                                        Absent: Rebecca Ybarra    (10/2013)     

 

                  Staff Present:   Milt Stowe, Parks & Leisure Services Director 

Vikki Cervantes, City Librarian 

Anthony Arellano, Library Supervisor 

 

III.        ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

None, there were no members of the public present at this time. 

 

IV.        SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

a. Develop Unified Library & Literacy Commission Advocacy 

 

After discussion, Mary Leavitt motioned to prepare a fact sheet related to the history and use of Measure 

H funds as approved by Council and voters – starting with a definition of literacy and followed with 

Resolution, Ordinance, and supporting facts.  Stephanie Cortez seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously.  The Commission then proceeded to draft an outline of the document and directed staff to 

fill in the facts and details.  Staff will prepare the next draft for the Commission to review at the next 

meeting. 

 

The Commission also suggested that they begin preparation of a follow-up document outlining a 

proposed plan for the next five years of Measure H. 

 

V.        NEXT MEETING 

 

 The next meeting of the Board will be Tuesday, August 9, at 5:30 p.m. in the Library Local History Room. 

 

VI.      ADJOURNMENT:  6:28 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

 

 

        Anthony “Tony” Arellano, Library Supervisor 

 



 


